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from the wretched giant's bed of dogmas on which it has been
racked and stretched ever since it began to think, there is a
feeling of exultation and strong hope.' We think we shall run
well when we have the full use of our limbs and the bracing
air of independence, and we believe that we shall soon obtain
something positive which will not only more than compensate
us for what we have renounced, but will be so well worth
offering to others, that we may venture to proselytize as fast
as our zeal for truth may prompt us. But a year or two of
reflection, and the experience of our own miserable weakliest^
which will ill afford to part even with the crutch of supersti-
tion, must, I think, effect a change. Speculative truth begins
to appear but a shadow of individual minds. Agreement
between intellects seems unattainable, and wo turn to the
truth of feeling as the only universal bond of union. We find
that tlie intellectual errors which we once fancied were a mere
incrustation have grown into the living body, and that we can-
not in the majority of cases wrench them away without de-
stroying vitality. We begin to find that with individuals, as
with nations, the only safe revolution is one arising out of
the wants which their own progress has generated. It is tho
quackery of infidelity to suppose that it has a nostrum for all
mankind, and to say to all and singular, "Swallow my opin-
ions and you shall be whole." If, then, we are debarred by
such considerations from trying to reorganize opinions, are wo
to remain aloof from our fellow-creatures on occasions when
we may fully sympathize with the feelings exercised, although
our own have been melted into another mould ? Ought wo
not on every opportunity to seek to have our feelings in har-
mony, though not in union, with those who are often richer
in the fruits of faith, though not in reason, than ourselves ?
The results of nonconformity in a family are just an epitome
of what happens on a larger scale in the world. An influen-
tial member chooses to omit an observance which, in the
minds of all the rest, is associated with what is highest and
most venerable. He cannot make his reasons intelligible, and
so his conduct is regarded as a relaxation of tho hold that
moral ties had on him previously. The rest are infected with
the disease they imagine in him. All tho screws by which
order was maintained are loosened, and in more than one," cane
a person's happiness may be ruined by the confusion of ideas
which took the form of principles. But, it may be said, how
then are we to do anything towards the advancement of man-
kind ? Are we to go on. cherishing superstitions out of a fearhree the history of our race.. I do not
